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Tear Friend:

Some @seem bto think Christilzns should never encounter
diffilcultiss, mest triale or tests, but be blesped continualliy
wlth smcoth z2alling!? . )

Dogs Lhe Bible Teach smooth sallling for true
Christlans? IDl1d the men of God, whosBe livees pleased God, aa
recorded in the Bible, have only an eaey time of 1t, or were
they conatantly meetling trials, tests, ftrowbles of every paort
=~ belng continually foresd Lo ory out o God for deliverance?

Listen to God's cwn instruction: "MANY are the
afflictdons of the plghteous: but the EtE“ral delivereth him

cut of them all” (Fe. 3M:157,

"For I was envious et the foelish, whoen T 2aw the
progperlty of the wlcked, . . . They are not in troable as
otker men . . . Bekold, these sre the tngodly, who prosper in
the world; tney increass 1h riches. . . ., For zll thae day Long
have I been plagued, and chastened every mornine {(Ps. T3:3-14).

v . o We o must thyough much trizualation enter the
kingdom of Cod" (Acts 14:22).

811 that will Live godily Iin Chriast Jeaus shail
suFfer perssoution' (II Tim,-3:12).

"If wa SUFF=R, we shall alsc reign with him, , , .
(II Tim. 2:12),

Bul 18 God wilalr? Does He hate Christlans and
purilsh them, while He lowes the ungodly and proapers them?
Hou sl alll

God deeg not blegg bhe angodly wlth wealth «— thew
acguire 1t usually Iin one or Doth of Twoe ways: by setiing
Lhelr hesrs end mlrnd on acquirlrg 1t, and followlng Lhrough
this purpose to the excluglon of all elses, untll without
reallring it, fthe purauwit of. MONEY hecomes the parault of
tnedsr god, deatroylng the aoul; or by 4lshonest meana.

But God docs blewp theope who aselk Flm flrat —— nos
always wlth great nonetary wealth, but elways, 1a the enc,
with material prosperdlty they rever would have had otherwlae.

¢



"Reex ye firat thke kingdom of God, and his rightecusnessa,"
adnenished Jesus, "and all these bhings (materlal proaperity
in akzlter, food, elething, ete.) shall bz added unto wou."
That 1z Jeguz? PROMISE, @God loves Lo see His servants
preapering.  So Iz gays through David and John, Ee corrects
and czhastens every scn whom Es lovea, Ile allews His trus
chlidrern to puffer much —- to fall into troublea, dAlfficulsies,
to face trlala and ftesats for thelr ptrengthening. Bub 17 we
groduprs thege testz, hard thouzh they may be —- and 1f we sesk
Firat our God, HLs rightscusness, and His Kingdom, putting
maferial Intereats secord In our hearts, then in His owr dae
times God Wwill alwayas prodper Hla ehlldren even dn &2 waterlnl
wWay!

Mosas zaffered afflictlion 1n order to lesd the
childwer of God, shonaing this rather than the riches of <he
Iking's palace z2nd the plessures ot aln for a geason.

Davld sulfered constant critiociam =nd fales cocusa-
Lion, kis enemles contlnuelly tried £c tnesat him, and kg
trials were so great sometlues I1{ seomed Gud would never comsz
ta hip rescue ~= yet God zlways dld! Truly these trials. teash
ug to be patlent -~ for 1t often aeems an eternity before Gofd
finally dellvers us.

Every Chriztlan 2hall suffer persecutlon, and mes-
flery frlala,. sors=ows, sroubles, tests of faith, A11 var
meaders who are Chrdiations will underssand. Les uf not <rlrcrar
ar grumzle.  Let ue have FAITH, and endure 1o ocur fa’th ogllenlly.,
And above all, les ug pray one for anothe=, and help or=e another!

Let us contlnue €o pray earnestly for cne ancther, and
we 3hall march forward through Christ to greas vilctory!
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