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Dagr Frlend:

Do you reallze that 1f 1t 18 wWrong te do a certaln
thing, 1t 1ia wrong to harbor THIOUGHTE of that thing in your
mind?

"211 have @inned," saye the Scripture.
What la ain, anyway?

Satan cught to kmow ~- and he is ths invialble infl-a-
erree who sways the course of thiles world. Hellywoed le consldered
by many zm2 the world's mecca of =2ln. In the newastands in
Hollywood may ba found a very worldly booklet, written 1lr o very
light, "breezy," and satirical vein, titled "How to Sin in
Hollywood," It glyves a very worldly definition of 8in - serhaps
tha definltion o the very Devll who devobtes hls time to entloing
pecnle Inta 1t, The definition 18 expressive, and not far from

the truth. Here 1t 13: "8in 1z thinki thoughts you ought act
to be thinking about things you ought no% Eo Ee Eoigg while 1oy
are thinking that lkind of thDEEhts.”

Godfa definZtleon 1s: "Eln 18 the tranagresslon ol the
law" (I John 3:4). The law of "LOVE," as defined by the Ten
Commandmenta. Jesus sald: "That whieh cometh out of the man,
that defileth the man. For from within, cut of the heart of men,
procesd evl] thoughts, adulterles, fornicetlons, murdere, Thefts,
covetousneas (vliclatlana of the law -- the Ten Commardments}

.« W (Mark T:20-22),

"4°T have simned,”" eays the Scripture., And what man
-- aapasiglly what Chrlstian, la there who has not time and
again experienced the s3truggle agalnst sin Aegerlbed by the
Apoptle Paul? "What I would, that do I net; but what I hate,
that T do . . . Far the gcod that I wouwld I co not: but the =vil
whish I would nes, that I do." Who 13 there whe has not LO3T
that atruggle, perheps meny times? :

Of eourse ho man, of him2elf, can live akove s8in,
"with men 1t 12 impeeslble," sazld Jesus, "but with flod all
thinge are poBEpible." And Paul continuee {Rem. 5) ta shew that
the only DELIVERANCE Trom this "hody of death" 1o through
Jezua Chrilst, and the 1lndwelllng powsr of Geodis Holy Splrilt
-—= "that the RIGHTEOUSNZSS of the law might ke fulfil’ed 4in ua,



who walk nob after the fleah, but after the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of Ged," :

Ye5, but we have QUR part 1n it, too. And 1t all
panter~a in the MIND.

REFENT4NCE of ein means, literally, to change chne'ls
mind In regpsct to sin. If we repent, and accept Jesus Gheist
as gavliour, the promise iz we 3BHALL pegeive the pift of the

Holy Spirdls . . . "gnd be rerewed 1n the Splrlt of your mind™
{(Eph. L£:23) -- the presence of the Holy Spirlt is the TENGA LHG

of the mind.

How does 2in actually nappsn? ". . . every man ls
tempted, when he 18 drawn away of his own lust (deslre}, and
eniticad. 'Then when lust {the desire IN THE MIND) hath concelved,
it bringeth forth ein: and sin, when 1t is finlzhed, Lringeth
forth death”" {(Jas, 1:14~15).

'Yhe TEMPTATION 18 In the mind., When you Lhlnk aboat
the thing that tempts vou =- let your mind dwell om It -=- turn
it over in your mind —-- whether it be a desire to (G0 =ome place,
to DO something, or to HAVE sonething you kmow 18 wrong -- that
thinking about 1t finally concelves -- leads te action —- and:
Treeds oIN.  fou finally DO the thing you kept thinking sbout,
wanting o de, If you keep thinking zbout 1t, afier g whils
yow!ll be THABLE tc resilat 1t, That's why you've lost so many
of theae struggles agalnst sin -- you kept thinking abeut it,
desiring it, wantlrog 1%,

The way to prevent sin 13 to let God's 3pirdt flll
the mind. M"8et your affcetlon on things above, not 21 things
on the earth" (Col. 3:2}).

The way to put & thing QUT of the mind la to put an
oppaalte thought IN the mind, So often I have notlced parents
og Taoics atrive so hard te "shwana" up the dbaby when it 1a
crying 1n church, There's somethling in the baby's mind that
iz causing 1ts crying or fretting., Just seying "shush!" or
commandling the kaby to stop fusalng dossn't ususally get very
cood resultas, We have ralsed four children, and long ago I
learned the trick of quisting the Dbaby by %ettiﬂg its mind on
something else. Insteacd of commanding it Io stop crylng,
attract 1tE attentlion wlth some new object -- get 1t interested
in playlng with that obleet {I have otten used my fountaln pen
wlth excellent results) -- and before you kmow 1t the child
will forget 811 about its erying.

Try uging this same method on yourself. Put 1natead
of materlzl or worldly thinge, & matuwre person should use gelf-
digelplina and gset hig mind on apiritual things. Open your
Binle. Put the study of aome aplritual subjfect in your mindg,
Hext tima you are tempted, try EE. Pray over it. Agk God to
help you. See how replcély you begin to win Lhe vlietory over
temptation and aln, and how marvelous will he your splirltual
and CHARACTER growth,
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