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Tear Frlend:

Doce "wine" in the Bible mean "grape Juice"¢ What
is the anawer toc thls perplexing guestion? Ioesd 1t really
mearn fermented wine?

Frohibitloniats cbjlect saying, "But how do wyou
maw that the originel Hebrew and Greek worde mesn fermented
wine? Certain historlans Bay the wine ueed was nDtEIng more
than melagsea -~ that thie graps drink was nonintoxicating
and the crdinary drink of psopls in Christ's time."

Here l1a the ftrmatk abeocut thils falae ides!

There are thirteen original Hebrew and dresl worda
for "wine" in our Engliah Bible. How cen we now which one
means fermented wlne? To find the anawer, do not go to
hrdstotle or Pllny, but go to the Bible 1tself. By comparlng
1t3 usage, the seriptural mesning oI wine can be def'ined,

tme of tha original Hebrew wordsd for wine is in,
This word 1s firat used 1n Genesis 9:91 where HNozh "dra%%xﬁ?
tha wine and was drunken." Thile wlne caused dmmkenness!

Was 1% Juet grape Julce or wes it molgsses? :

In Genesis 14%:18 we.read of Melechizedek -- JeBus
Christ -- whe "brought forth bread and wine: and he was the
priest of the most high (God.” Jod HluselT hbere gave wine to
Abreham, And agaln, the originel Heorew word was Tn which
alwsys means fermented wine. This same Hebrew wu:—g ia uaed
in Emos 9:14 Bpeaking of the coming Millennium when the peopls
wlll "plant vineyards, and drink the wlne thereof."” Thay wlll
drink the same kind of wine that Noah, by overindulgence,
became drunk con.

In the Kew Testament, one orlginel Greek word for
Wwine 12 clneg., Proof that 1t Is alechellc 1la given 1n the
Btory of the zood Samarltan. The Samaritan poured oll and wine
on the mants wounds (Iuke 10:34), showlng that the wine had
encugh aleochalic content to be used az an antiseptic., YWould
Jyou pour grape Julce or molasass on & Wwounde?



The (dreelk word oines 1a alse uwfed 4in John 2 where
Jesus turned water into wine by & divine miracle. It 1s used
in I Timocthy 5:23, tha command of Paul, "Drink no longer water,
hut use a little wine for Ihy stomach'a galke and thine often
infirmities." This Greek word 1s alsu used in Epheslans 5:18,
"4nd be not drunk with wire wherein 1s excess."

In anclent tlumes it was impoasible to preferve grape
Julea. Exespt for a ahart zsason the "fralt of the vine” wam
elther made 1ntc & thlck molasees or intec wine., Cheek Hastings
Bible LDictlonary for the full proof.

"Paken intelligently and wilth discreticn, alecohol
{in wine and other drinks) can prolong life expectancy . . . How-
ever, even temporary excese or prolonged overdrinking can lead
to disaster asadena Medical oGclety). 16 1@ Tor our wellare
gnd happlnese thet #od hes commandesd ua not to use alechollo
beverages IN EICESS and for a wrong purposs. Mot people dont't
Imow where to draw the line betweenl temperance and expess. Such
peopls better abetaln totally until they know they can "be
temperate in all thinga,”
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