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Dear FPrilend:

What are the "souls under the altar" mentioned 1in
Revelatlon G:97

In Revelation £:9-11 is a deseriptlon of the fifth
peal. When Jesus Chriat, who is the Revelator (John 18 not the
- revelator), opened the seal, the apostle saw in heaven an altar
under whlch were the souls of people who had been eiatin, They
crled to God, asking Him how long 1t would he until He would -
. ﬂudge the world, Many clalm that these verses prove tha
Immortality of the soul." But do they?

Remember, 1T one part of this dJdescription la literal,
- then 1t all musat be literal. IF there are souls in heaven, then
where would they be in heaven? Notlee what John says, "I saw
tnder the altar the souls of them that werc alsin." Where arse
— tThe souls? UNDER THE ALTAR! This could not be literally true
a8 those who teach the "ilmmortality of the zcul™ admit. The
entire deseription 18 actuzlly gymbollc.

Kone of the seven sezls could be literal pleturea of
condlticng In heaven., John saw in vision a book or screll hound
with seven seale {¢h. 5:1) which only Jesus was worthy to open.

— As each seal was removed, John #aw in vislon An heaven a picture
of conditicna deserdibed in the book which are to take plaoce on
Ehe sarth. _
The BIBLICAL INTERFRETATICM, glven by Jesus Himgelf,
of the evente demcribed on the sercll under the sesls, is found
in Matthew 24, The description of the f1°th seal 18 1n Matthew
24:9-28, It 4is symbollc of the tribulation!

Notice that the sculas John =aw were mlain for the Word
— of God and for thelr testimony, &n exact deserIption of the
tribulaticn! In Revelatlon 12:17, the Word of Sod and the testia~
many are defined a8 the keeping of the commandmenteg znd belilef
in the Gospel of the Kingdom, which 18 the message that Jesus
tegtifled, The sculs whlch John saw were not 1lmmortal entibies.
The Bible definition for scul is a living, physical creature
whether animel or man {Qen. 2:7), The apostle saw in vision the
souls or bedies of the martyred salnts who were 1n vislon crying
out £o God, just as Abel's blood cried out %c God although he
was dead (Qen. 4:10). -




The tribulaticn came on the saints once, durlng the
Middle Ages, and 1t wlll come z2galn, The sculs that were 2lain
were told to "rest yet for g 1itEle seaason, untll thelr Tellow-
cervanta also and thelr brethren, that shculd be Killed Bz they
were, should be fulfilled." These two martyrdoms are also
mentloned in Revelation 12, versea § gnd 14,

. Those who dled in the Middle Ages were =yubolically
glven white robes to show that they pozsesSged the righteouaneas
of salnts (Rey, 19:8). And rightepusness 18 deacrihbed 1n Psalm
119:172 a8 keeping the commandments -- the exact thing for which
the Devll persecutes the Churah.

But why were the sculs aeen in viaion under the altar
in heaven, though they were actually burded on the earth? This
alter, mentionsd also in Revelatlon 8:3, 1s the heavenly counter-
part of the alter of Incense whilch was 1n the holy of holles
(Heb. 9:4). The msltar of Ilncense was an altar for praysr, of
which Incenze was a aymbol. The 2alnts are picfﬁiég under the
altar a3 & a%mbal aof thelr prayere to God, which they offered
wnen they ye ved, that He mignt Judge the earth in righteous-
neas and avenge them. The entire descriptlan 18 picturlng the
coming finsal tribulation.
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