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Dear Frlend:

How should we view the American custom of celebrating
Thanleglving Iay*? :

The Thanksgiving holidsy was established 1n compara-
tively recent yeara. It 1z, of courde, not menticned 1n
Seripture -- but the principle of attendlng and celebrating
national hollidays 1s made clear in Scrlpture,

Thankegiving TRy wasd edtabliszshed by the early colonists,
not by any Divine aubhorlty. But thls in itsell doea not make
. it wrong to celebrate with good fel’owshlip. Hotlce the example
of Jesus Christ. In John 10:22 we find thet Chriat attended thes
"peast of Dedlcetlon,” which was establiahed by the Jews years
before to commenorate the purlfication cf the temple at
Jerusalem. That day was celebrated cn the annlversary of the
day that the reeatablishment of Divine worahlp cecurred after
finticehus Eplphanes hzd been vanguished and the temple purified
about 165 B.C.

Jesus' attendance at that arnual hollday clearly illus-
trated that 1t leg not wrong to attend or celebrate & national
hcliday established for an honorable purpose. There waa nothing
wrong in the Jews! celebrating the dedlecatlon of the temple and
giving God speclal gratitude on that day. Ged led Eather and
Merderpt to eatablish the Feast of Zurim 1ln commemoratlon of the
miraculous deliverance of the Jews from hloody Heman (see the
last chapter of Eather).

Tae naslonal helidays eczlebtrated by Whe Jews have, of
courde, no special slgnificancs for the non-Jew -- juat as
Thanksgiving Day holde no speclal slgnificance for ocur non-
gmerican nrethren scallsred around the world, God permits these
customs eonly if they do not get out of hand, What God expreasly
forhlds 13 the observance of =y testivals which were intended
98 dellberabe Bupatitutas Lor %Ee plan and program of God. WG
Ere not Lo adopk in God's worshilp those cus@ams which the heathen
veed in ssrving thalr goda. But it is proper and fittlng fop
naeticnal leaders to sct aslde time for the whole nation to glve
Ood speclal thanks for His unigue bounty fo this nation,

Tnanksgiving Day wae filret celebrated by the Pllgrims
im 1421 after their flr3at harvsst had been cntlrely reaped,
On that day, they pald tribute te God for all thelr bountiful



and undeserved materlzl and gpiritual blessings. Thanksglvlng
Day gradually became rcglected and was revived durlng the Civil
War as & day of speelsl national thanksgivling for preserving
tkis nation. This Amerlcan Thankaglving Day does EEE_have a
pagan origin despite the claims of certaln fringe sects. It

13 not ususlly celebrated wlth pagan ceremonial custome 1n
honor of pagen traditlons and gods, a8 are Christmas, Saster
ard Halloween. Lf this natlional hollde)y becomes gcorrupted,
then 1t would be high time to reject 1% -- vut zererally iz not
o celebrated Coday.

This day of natlonal thankaglvlng can be enJoyad by
cur brethren in Amerlca with an especlally deep understanding
beoauge we know that our perscnal and natleonal proaperity have
coms sclely ag the result of God's promise te Abraham -- and as
g regult of His choles of thla natlon as the springboard for

i3 Chureh in—Lhle gessratlon. - i

&

Cur bpethren in other natlons do not celebrate thia
holiday any mores than we celebrate the Jews'! Feaste of Dedicatlorn
and Purim. What we all do celebrate arc thorae divinely appeintad
Holy Deys and Feativalg established by God in Hie Word for all
men. We never regard a naticnal heliday wilith the same respech,
swe apd reversnce as we do God’s Babbath and His Holy Daya.
National holidays are Jjust that -- holtdeys, not Holy Daye. They
are 8 tlms of secular pleasure and gratitude, nothing mors.

Put in the midst of the Thanksgiving sBeascn, let's not
naglect Faul's command in Ephesiana 5:2C to "zive thanks alwaye."
-et'g not male a mockery of Gnd's special blesasings ta Bhie
nation,
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