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Dear Frlend:

How should a Christlan woman obey her unconverted
husband?

Thle Queatlon has troubled many women who have
been called to a ktowledge of the truth before thelr husbands
have been called. They are faced with a tremendcue problem
which may cause much needlesas worry and aoxdety untll the
plaln teachlng of the Blble concerning thls sublect ls
understood.

In Ephealans 5:22-23, we read: "Wives, submit
yourselyea unto yourr own husbandsa, a8 unto the Lord. For
the husband 1s the hegd of the wife, even z&2 Christ is the
head of the chureh . . ., "

Dces this apply to you 1f youwr huabznd 1s 1mcon-
yerted?

Here i3 the Biblical answer: "Likewlse, ye wives,
be 1n Bublectlon to your own huabands: that, IF ANY OBEY
 NOT THE WORD, they ailsc may without the word be won by the
conversation of the wives" (I Pect. 3:1}.

If your husband dcesSn't understand the truth, you
must not try to zonvert him by conatantly repeating your
bellef and by inalating that he _izten to the broadeast or
read the literature., That will only drive him further away
from the truth. Rather, you should walt until he questions
¥ou corcerning a certaiin truth. Then you akould be prepared
to give a convineing Biblieal explanstion.

Fater further inatructs Christian women: "Whose
adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plalting
the hair, end cof wearing of gold, or of putting on of
gpparel; But let 11f be the hidden man of the heart, in that
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and
guiet aplrit, whichi s 1n the sight of Gud of great price.

or after iz marmer in the old tlme the holy women also,
Whe trusted 1n God, adernsd Lhemselvea, belng 1n subjection
unto thelr own huabanda" {I Pat, 3:3-55.

Certalnly, controversiss will cume up ln famlliles
If they disagree on religfon. In suchk ¢ case, Lhe wife mustc
obey God rather than her husband., For example, 1f the husband
wishes hla wife to breal the Sabbath Day by doing the familly



ghoppine on Saturday, or by attepnding a foothall gans or-
movie with him, she snould refuse to do 50, However, she
aheuld explain in 8 very kind way that the Jabbath 12 the
day God Gommanded ug bto keep holy. 8he should, in auch a
cage, ob God rather thath man. Yet, ke ghould alway2 ke
oubmies Ve TEitude " Toward her husband and obey hcr
husband when his authorlty daes not conflict with the hlgher
guthoerity or law aof God.

Remeriber, the wife should be in 8ubjectlon to hepr
husband even though he may nst be cohiverted. Though he may
never be converted in this I1fe (I Cor., 7:12-16), vet if she
obeye him and respeets him 23 the Bilkle commands, he will in
turn iove end respeet her, Az g result, he wmay he wWon over
by her* good example. He may be Insplred to want to obey
the truth when he sees the 11fe she i3 living (I Pet. 3::).
In azny =vent, her c¢onstant love and respect, and her cheerful
recognltion of her husband's rightful place as head of the
houas will reavlt in them beth 1iving & happler and tuller
lils together at thils present time.

All of you Wilives need Lo respect end submilt to
your husbands a2 the Bilkle commands. Thles iz Ged's way
== the Christian way. MNMost women have ot understood thia
sublect, and much umhappinees has resulted. 4Aek God to help
you honer your hweband as you should.
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