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Dear Priend;
Should Chrlstlsans swear by an ocath?

The tesching of Jesus and of the early lnsplired true
New Teatament Church was not to swesr under any clrcumstances,
The Seriptures are very plain on this point: "But above all
taings, my brethren, SWEAR NOT . . . but let your ysa be yea;
and your nay, nay; Lsst ye fall Inte condernation™ {Jas. 5:12}),

) Jesues Himazlf peracnslly lnatructed: ". . . 1 8&8¥
wite you, 'Sweer not at all; neither by the neaven; for 1t 18
God's throne: Nor by the eartn; for 1t 1s hlas footstool:
neithe» by Jerusalem; for 1t 1s the c¢ilty of the great King,
Helther shalt thkou swear By thy head hecruse thou canst not
malke one helr white or black. But let your communicatlon be,
Yeg, yea:; Nay, nay: for whatscever ia more than thege cometh
of evil {the evil cne, or of sin)'" (Mali. 5:33-37).

Here Jesus warns agzinat swearlng becguse we cannot
perform the veth and we would be taking the name of God in
vedn,

Not only 1a 1t wrong to lle wder oath, but we as
mortal human belinges are. 8o prone to mistaken Judgment or lack
of Imowledge that any error we would make under cath would be
to take the name of God in wa‘n, It is sinl

We are merely to say, "Yes," or "No," to the best
of our undsrstanding. Then we are not pulilty of using Godrts
name iIn vain, It 18 the law of the Unlted States to permlt
affirmatlon -- that 1s, sz2y "Ye3" or "No" -- without raising
the hand to awesar.

if men are not to Awear by an oaath, how are we Lo
acaount for the fact that God awears by Himself? {Heb. 5:13-1T7;
Pa, 11l0:4; Luke 1:73.) In Isalah 4%:23, Gad has sworn that
every lmee shall yet bow to Him. "

Tne anawer ia simple. The rlght to take an oath
belongr o God. 0God elone hea Infallible Judgment. When we
are mads 1omortal membere of the Qod famlly, prophecy pruves



that we shall 8wear by God because we shall be God -- membsrs
of the God family. Then we shall havae Lhe power Lo perform
our catha, Thla we cannot do now.

Jedus, While in the flesh, dIld not swear, setting us
an example {I Pet., 2:21)., Men in 01ld Téstament times did swear,
but wag not revealed to them that God alcne can properly
exerciae maych & right. -

The word of A Chriatian is %o be good. One GREAT
characteristic ol God 1s the 1nfallibility, e ABSOLUTRE
surety of His Word! Our word -- Bur slmple "Yes," or "o, " is
to be worth far meore than thousands of caths, sworn by this or
that! Paul did call upan God as his witness! Paul sald:

". . . before God, I LIE NQT!" {Gal. 1:20), Hes affirmed that
he was telling the THUTH, but he did not awear "by” anythlng.

FPecple sre held acecountable according to the ioowl-
edge possessed. We now lmow from the very worde of Jesus thet
it 1s wrong for mortal men to swear by an cath at any time.
Takling an ocath 18 a Dlvine prerogative.
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