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Dear Frland:

Are thosa saintia who aroaes about the time of
Christ's resurrection still alive? e

It 18 a commen conceptlon, often taken for
granted, that the aainte who arose shertly after Christ
are atill allwe. But what does Lhe Bible say?

Firat of all, let us get th= pleture clearly
in mind., Thise l1ncldent, recorded iIn Matthew 27:52,53,
reada as follows: "And the graves were opened; and many
bodlee of the saints which slept srcse, And csme ouf of
the gravea after hils resurrection, and went Into the
holy clty, and sppeared unto many.”

Theae ware not the firat nor the only people
to be reatored to life from the dead. Notlee II Klngs,
the fourth chepter. Here we read the story of Ellesha
and the Shunammita's son, whom he ralesd toe 1life through
the power of Qdod., Thils young mar. was resurrected many
hundreda of years before Chrlat snd yst Paal says 1n
I Corinthianz 15:22,23 that Chrlst 1ls the [lratirults
or the firgt to he made Immortal 2z the Bon of God
(Rom. 1T%J, and that there 18 2 cefinite order, Christ
first, then gfterward -- not those salnta -- put they
that are Christ's at His comingz., Now Qod 1s not the
author of confuslon. He would not set & definice order
of resurrecticne and then viglate that order.

And yet, what about the Shunammite'™s son, and
what about Lazarus {(Jehn 11:5), and the widow's =an
mentioned in Luke F:14,15? These were all raised befure
Clriat's resurrection, What happened to tham?

If we cest cut preconcelved ldeas, and merely
take the Blble as it la, the anawer is very clear.  The
were ot mads lmmortal hecauacs Paul 2tete= in I Timothy
6110 that Chriet elone, of all men who have ever llved,
ta immortal. I Qorlnthlans 15:22-23 saya furthermore:
"For as in Adam all die, even a#c in Christ shzll 211 be
made allve, DEut every man 1in hia own order: Chriat the
firstfruits; afterward they that are Chrdst's AT HIS
COMING . "
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NO ONE EUT CHRIST HAS BEEN RESTRREQTED T
IMMORTALITY TCO THIS DAY —- but those 1n Chrlat wlll
be ralpad HEXT at Hls zeqond coming! Jesaus sald thet
a8 the Father ralsed the dead and mzde alive (gquickened}
whom He would, 8o also would the Son do likewise { John
5:21). The answer 1a aimply that these people, from the
Shunammite's son downt to theae ralsed at the time of
Christ's resurrection were made phyBleally allive,
undoubtedly healed of the afflictions that might have
caunBed thelr deaths prematurely. Then they lived out
their llves =~ human flesh and blood llves, Slnce they
were only mortal, and physleally alive azalin, they muet
have died,

THUS Bcripture revealse that those people merely
Zilved out a natursgl human 1ife which had peen cut shorsg,
then died and are even now ewalting the reaurrectlon.
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