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o Magawine of UNDERSTANDING

Doay Friend:

Thia 1s one of the mogst common guestions we receiwve. IF Adam
was the Tirst man, diractly created by God, and Eve tho firat wonan, also
a direct creaticn, and only three sona are mentlioned -- Cain, Ahel, &nd
Seth, it ia but natural that mwany ssk: "Where then, did Cain get his
- wife?"

Did Caln have a wife? Yes, it is wrilten in Genesls 4:17:
"and CRin knew his wife; And she conceived, and bare Enoch |, . , "

Cain bhad a wife, and-a som,

- For that matter, where did Sath get o wife? Heth i a direct
ancestor of Noah, of Abraham, of David, and of Chrizt. So Spoth, as well
ap Cain, maat have had & wife.

The engwer 13 found 1n the genealogy of Adaw, in Genesis &.
It is written in verses 4-5: "And the days of Adam nfter he had begotten
Seth werg sight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughtars: And all
the days that Adaw lived were oine bundrad and thirty yeara: aod he died."

There 13 the answer, Adem begat sond AND DAUGITERS. God had

- blessed Adam and Eve, and $aid unfo them: “Be fruitiul, and mulliply, and
replenish the earth . . ." (Gen. §:28). All human 1ife started from

them. Heow could they be fruitiuvl and multiply, unless they bad BOTH sons
and daughters, and their some marrted tho doughterz?

The answer is slomple. Both Caip snd Seth marricd their sisters.
There undoubtedly were many of them aven bafore the birth of Scth, -

Adam and Eva, as God had proposed, wera fruitful' Aftar the
birth of Seth, Adam lived EIGHT HUNDRED YEARS, and Le begat gous and
daughtera.” The sense of the passzgo is that he continued begetting
xons and daughters, That 18 & long tlwe -- a8 long ns though aome man
utd his wife living back in the middle ages —— way back in the 1100's ——
had continved to live and conidnually bear chlldres ever sioee, clear up
- to now — the 1200's! Adem was 130 yoars of oge when Seth was born

{Cer, 5:3). After that — pfter he was 130 years of age —~ Adan uonlinuwd
begetting cocns and daughters eight hendred yeara!

It's almoat impossible for our minda to gresp, 1o thiz fast-
moving, short-lived world of one or two childron to 3 femily, how many
children Adam and Eva probably had during their great span of 1ifa, ngarly
a thopsand yeare. It'e hard for us to realiza that Adem lived almoxt



ONE-SIXTH of all the time from his ovestion until now. Yes, thars must
have baen plentE of young women for wives for Cziln, and Jeth, snd all
their mony other brothars, a3 tho hundreds of yoears dragged along!

Lot 2 alsg remember that it was not wrong to marry a aister
or brother in the beginning. No physicel harm would result. Ovar two
thousand yaars later —— in tho days of Abraham -- a man counld still
marry & half sister. It was nol unlil the days of poses thei God foarbade
brothers to parry thelr half elsters {Lev. 18:6,11),

Back in those antediluvian days, when people lived seven, eight,
and nine hundred years, they did not age as we do today, Ther were able
to eontinuo boaring children, undoubtedly, for hundreds of years. Aftfer -
tha fload, dua to human dissipetion and living contrary to God's revealed
right laws of living, the lifo £pan of nap bacame shortenad.

By the time of Abraham, Sirah was considered too old te hear
children at age-90, and Abrabham thought it impoasible for hit to bacowmes
a father again at the age of 100 (see Gen. 17:17). Isgac was boarn as &
direct miracle, But back before the flood, And in the days of Adam, it -
was different =-—= and would ba teday, had notl men departed Ironm the laws
of 1living revealed by God, IMay God help us to STUDY to lanrn thoza laws
and start living by tham today,
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