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a Mourszine of UNDERSTANDING

Dear Friend:

Did vou understand the trus meaning of haptism when you wera
haptized? If not, should you bée baptlized agofn?

This i3 a vital quostion to many of you. Baptlem is an
lnportant step 1o your splritual 1life, and 1t must be done propsrly ——
at the right time and 1n the right way -— sfter true repentance!
Unfqz;tlmataljr, many people have nol besn groperly immesrsad. Herefs
how you can know if you have heen properly baptized.

Tha kay to this whole problom was glven by the Apostle Peter
on tha Day of Poptecost whon he said: “REDENT, and be baptized every
one of ¥ou in the name of Jesus Christ for the roam:gsion of ping, and
ye #hall receive the gift of the Aaly Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

Hotice that repentancse GOMES FIRST! DBHaptism is second —-
AFTER repentance!

You repent of S5IN. And what ig the Bible definition of =in?
« + .+ 8in i5 the transygression of tha law” {I John 2:4). That iz the
Hible definition of @#in -- hreakzng God's law! To be really converted,
you nmust REFPENT ol breakdinpg God's law and bellevae that Jesus Christ
paid the penalty of zin in your atead and ia vour persopnal Saviour.

Jesus said: ", . . man shall not live by bread alone, hut by
EVERY word of God' (Luke 4:4), You must ropont of disvheying Ged's Law
—— Hi= Wnrd ~— Hi® RULE over your life. This must come first. Then

you neod to ba baptized by a complete imwcrgion as an cutward aign of
Yo willlngnﬂss to coupletely BURY your old sell — literally E
vounr very life te Ged and to Jeaus Christ as your perscnzl Eaviaur,
Hlgh Prlceil, and Mastor.

But frankly, nest people attending the churches of this
world and having heen "haptizad" by them never really knew WIAT to
repent of! This is especially trus of young taet-agera, They den't
Lktow WHAT =1is really 1=,

At the time of early youth, most young pesple Sincersaly
intend to "do better’ or to "follow their church.” But since they have
not been taught whet sin actualty is, they completely fail to realize
hew HENTTEN and SINFUL they have rexlly been in God's sight. They sre



usunlly only sorry for having disabeyed thelr eposcience or thelr
church.

They den™t xeally REPENT. They aren't brokem up abaut the
wretched state of thelr lived and thelr uwn human VANITY and selflsh-
ness which expresses ltsell couslzotly in 211 of usg.

After baptism in a worldly church, such people don't
immediately begin to study and UNDERSTAND the Bible. They just
continue to go alemg with the customs, the ways and the traditions of
their friends and of this world, Their lives are not actually CHAKGED,
They don't came to porsepally KNOW GOD!  Suvh people have WOT TRULY
RETENTED, and their baptism was probably wob wyalid! Thelr's was only
a ritualistic "dunking' In the waloer. T

If yon are wondering about your baptisw, ask yourself WY wou. .- .
were baptized in the first place. Were you baptized simply bocauss
many of the members of your family wers baptized, ood you felt looked
down upen, or had that "left out’ fesling? Did you stend !n Lhe water
and go through the ordinance of baptivm simply to " join' the group with .
whem you had been fellowshipping? Were you baptized becausc you
temporarily thought it was the "right thing to do?"

If you ware haptized for ANY of these reasons--YOUR BAPTTIM
WAS PROEABLY NOT A VALID BAPTISM, bcecause your mMotives were not vight!
¥ou muy have doubts about whether you arno properly baptized, and you
need to be sursl Carefully read Avts 2:33; Romans 5:9: apd I Corlo-
thiany 12:13; and if there reosins any uncorteinty in your mind, it iwm
irportant that you counsel with a true ministcr of God sbout 1t. Natisn-
wide baptizing tours are organized each summer to visit thoss who have
requasted baptism. IL you wanl a faithful scrvant of God to counscl
with you about your baptismn, ‘hen send your sams and addrese lmmcdiotely
to Mr. Armatroog, Beox 111, Pasadena, Califorola.

Doo't put this off any lnnEerI It means so nuch to your
spiritual growth,
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