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a Maguzine of UNDEBETANDING

Dear Frilends:

The mearnlng of '"not under the law, but under
grace " has plagued thousands!

. Moet people are confuled by the ministers who
claim to expound the words of God. You hear ons group
quote cne set of scriptures telling of the lew, gnd
another group quoblng verdes mentlonlng grace. The
common aBeumption is that one set of moriptures contra-
dicte another. What fclly! All Scrlpture 1s gilvan by
ineplration of God. :

Doen gr&ce do away with the law? If you keep '
the law, have you "fallan" from grace?

Iet'a underestand whet "grace' mesns., Wehater
definea 1t as "mercy, favor, wimerited kindness, an
exemption or pardor as from a penelfy.” -

It 18 by gracs, the undsgerved pardon of Jod,
thet you are delivered from the penalty Gg 8In (Rom, .
£:23), Christ pald the penslty in your gsead. If you
accapt the graca of God, who permlcted Hla Son to die
In your atead to free you from ein, then you sare undar -
grace. You are under unmerlited pardon, not "“under the
law,’ :

"What then? shall we ein {that 1ls, transgress
the law -- I John 3:4), because we are not under E%E law,
tuf under grace$?" (Rom. &:15). That's What Faol zaked -
2hell we aln -- shall w= break the lew? Remsmber, aln -ie
the transgreasicn of the law (I John 3I:d4}. :

What is Paul's answer? 'God forbid. How shall
we, that are dead to 8in (transgressing God'm law), live
any longer therein®" (Rom. £:1,2.)

If we are undar grage, the pardon of God, we
are not to llve 1n 8in, we'are not to break God'e lew,
If we break (od'a law by simning, then we come under the
law. It 18 over us. It ras & cleaim on our lives, IL
Ts only those who keep the law that are NOT under the law;
It ha= no clalm over their lives.




"Inder the law" doee NOT mean under its Juris-
dictlen. This hae been the common false Teachlng because
of a MISTRANSLATION in I Corinthisns 4:21. Ncotlce verse
21. To the Gentiles who did not know God's law -- "o
them that are without law' -- Paul sald he approsched them
without mentloning God'se law untll they recegnlzed God as
Creator atnd Ruler and lawglver, then he ghowed them from
the Seripture that they had been breaking God's law in
ignorance and now ahould repent 2f that sin,

He did not want te offend them. Buk was Faul
doing contrary to the law? Ne! Paul says he was "NOT
without law to God, but WILTHIN the law to Christ."

This wer8e is nearly always miatranslated. The
original Greek cannot be properly tranalated "under the
law tioo Chriat.™ It must De translated "WITHIN the law
to Christ." Through Christ, PFaul was wilthin the law --
he wab able to keep 1t. To be wilthin The Iaw means to
cbey it!

Grace does not do away with the law. Orace 1s
God '8 wimeplted gardon for owr elne, meking it posaible
for us to kee tEe law through the Holy Splrit that 1a
given to those Thet obey God {Acts 5:32),

Wouldn't it be ridlculouws for & Judge to grant
a pardon to a c¢riminal and then tell him to commlf the
same ¢rime agaln?® Yet, that is exacetly how ridiculous
modt people malte G2d's grace. They twn the grace, the
prardon of God, 1ntce laselvliousnees -- llcense fo 4o evill.

If grece could abollsh the law, then tharc
would e no more sin, because there 15 no sin whers thers
18 no law {Rom. #:153. And 1f there were no ain, there
would need be no grace -- no pardeon of God —- teoe delliver
us from the penalty of brealklng the law,

Christ dled 1n your stesd and mine so that we
conld abey God secording to the spiritusl intent af the
law instend of serving 8ln. A2 long 22 we Were under
tha oleaim of the law bacauvse of tranpgresalon, sin had
Aaminion over us; we were l1td zlzves. But now, 1f we
repent and belleve whet God says, wa are free to cbey the
law unto righteouaneas [(Rom. 6:16).
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