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Dear Friend:

A startling statemert is found in Mark 9:;43,
In this paagage of Secripture, Cheiat spoks of a worm
that "dleth not." Whoever neard of the immortality
of worms? What &id Chrisd meoan?

Some PEQFLE thirk that Jesus was referring
o pecple as worm2 znd was trying toc say that thesc
"people"” never dled -~ but lived on in agonizing tor-
twenit. Thoae who Bay khls f2l1]1 to netlee that Jesua does
not eall the wicked psopls "werma" kut instead spoales
of THEIR worm. The lexleons defins the Hebrew (Isa,
66:24) and (reelk {(Mark 9:%8) worda translated "worm"
28 3 grub or maggct and in no way refer to & man.
Chrlat was not teaching the immortality af peonle op
Worms ! T

Actuwally, Jesus was hers warning hils lilateners
thet those whe would "ollend” -- who wou'd live a 1ife
ol rebellion agalnst (God and Hiz children -- would be
casi into "hell fire." Moat Eibles show in the margilnal
rendering that thls was "Gehenna Mpz." Jeeus wea
referrineg to (eherre a= @ wype of the zeasnd dezth 1n
the "lake of filre" which will tefall Lhe ungedly.

Gehenna, or the velley of Hinnom, wag located
vutalde of Jerusalen and was a place whe:s Lrash, filth,
and the dead bodiea of animals snd desplsed crimlpals
were thrown. There were ledges along Lhe edge of thils
vailey on which these dascd bBodies night land instead of
Tailine down into the fires benszoth where everything was
burned. &mlith's Bible Ddctlonary gives a deseriptlan af
Ehleg valley -- whlch waz gomething 1ike one of our clty
dumps today where trash and ~ubblsh are Durned 2.

If anything, sspeclally a dead body, landed
ofn & ledge above the fires, 1t would be deveured by many
worms or maggotE whileh were kept al’wveo by the anirnal ard
vegetables subgstances fdepoalted there,

It was to theas worms thai Chrlst was referring
when He sa*d "thelr worm dleth rot." Eit Christ dldn't
mean that aaol indlvidual worn cortinged to live Tapcver!



Actunlly, thess worms, or magzots are the larvac
walch develop from =ggs depesilted by flles. They contloue
fFor enly a few days 1n thils lazval atage, <hen pupate and
firally emerge as rllea, later dying., These are scientiflc
facts, known by any real student of acience. frnd yet some
pacple think that Christ lgrnorantl stated that these larvae
continuad to live forever %n trat staze of development! |
Tnis Just goes to Bhow that we skauld Always be careinl to
dse wisdcm and commen senze iIn studying God's Word., The
Hsly Splrit 1 the spirit of a sound aina (IX Tim. 1:7).
Iet's rightly usge the mirda God geve us !

The Orealk word which wes 1nwp'red andé tranalated
in%s the word "worm” in thils passzge zimply means a gruk or
megzot, and 18 a ccllective expresslon f'or gll the worag
tha< devour dead mabtter. Yes, the flles that theae worms
become, like &£11 other animala will reSurn to the dust
from which they came. "all are cf the dust, and all turn
to dust agaln." ({(Eeccl. 3:19,20].

Thias same reference to wormg Lis found in Isailzh
56124, Here we ageln find that ths inspired word simply
means a common grub or a magget., Thess worms orr larvae
slan Peed on the dead bodled for a few days, and then
energe &3 files, 'Thus, these worms "dis rot' bvt continue
sc develop inte flilez Just as any nerral, healthy worm:
The flies continue to depeosit thelr eggs only a3 long as
trepn are dead bedias cr ather matter far the larvae Lo
feed on,

Helshar do thege worms aave immortal souls)
Feoleslasted 3:1% shows that no creatiure, man or peast, 18
harth with an lmmortal =oul.

The Blble 18 one beck that makes good gense! 2
et uz alway: atudy these perplexing scriptures through,
bafore we jurlp to concluaions. Then let us live by God'a
Worc, 8o that we may be wurthy ol the gift of ebernal 1ife.
Then we need not recelve Lhe wagee of 51n -- d2ath {Rom.
£:23). This will come by-a fire whlck will not De quenched
-- but wili burn lteelf vul by sonsuning this earth and the
boales of all the wlcked. Neither will we need to worry
=hout these "worme"™ which will live on the bodZeg of trans-
zreBiore -- neb as flrss consumed by fire —- untll thers
are nu more bodiss left. Then all wil) return to the dust
and ashes [Mzl, 4:1).

Bub 1 we will honestly search the Scrlptures
and live by them, we will he acecunted worthy to inherlt
eterpzl 1i1fc in the new earih which iB to zame.
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