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o Magavine of UNDERSTANDING

Dear Friend:

Many have asked aboub the meanlng of Matthew
10:28. This verss reads: "And fear not them which kill
the body, but &re not able to k111 the acul: but rether
fear him which 1a able to destroy both scul and body in
hell,

The doctrine of the immortallty or lndesatructl-
pllity of the acul 1s aftcn baecd on thia text, mlthough
Jesus plalnly says that we should fear Ged who 1a able to
DESTRCY THE SOUL An hell-or gehenna fire. The soul 1s
something that can be destroyed. Ezsklel 1H:J ee¥e the

same Ching: ", .. . The scul that slmmeth, 1t shell dla,"
twot llve forever in tomment, The soul can die. It ¢an

ke destroyed hecause of aln, the tranagresalon of the
law (I John 3:4}.

But, what 1s the soul 1f man ean't 11 it?

The word "soul" 13 uzed in numersous Waya. It
1a a trenelatlon of the CGreelk word osuche amnd the Hebraw
word nephesh, both of whlch mean, acdarding to Strong's
Exheustlve Concordsnee, a living, breathlng ereature,
an animel life, appetlte znd silmilarly derlved Ccornoc&-
tlona. Scul can NEVER mean an lmmorual part of men or
gnimel buf always the living, Treathdng animal or man,
alae the llife of a breathlng belng which I8 1n the bleoed.
In Leviticus 1T7:11 the word translated "life" comes from
the same Hebrew word for "scul" and can be codrectly
tranalated; for the scul of the flesh 12 in the blood.
Jeaua gave Him life TEranslated from the same Greel word
meaning soul}, & rensom Tor us (Mark 10:45) by pouring
out His eoul of life bleod in pajyment for sin {(Ims. 53:12}.
"Soul™ can meen the lilving, breathlng animal or man and 1t
cen alac mean the physigal life of sguch creetwred,

Remsmper, God can destray the physiecal Lody and
the poul or 1ife. Imke quotes Jesus as aayinz: "But I°
will forewarn you whom ye zhall fear: Pear him, which
after he hath killed hath power to ecast into hell . ., .M
Thake 12:5). God, who Fakes TFe present physical 1ife
from us &t the flrst death, alsc has the power ta
resgurract us and, Af we have been discobedient, o cast
us Into the lake of “ire —- {the #econd death ~-= from whieh



there will be no hops of & resurrection -- from which we
cAn never come o l11fe again.

Man can X1l owr bodles but he esan do no more,

We have alresady reckoned our lives dead upon
bapti2@m. The new Iife We nowW llve 1§ by the feith of
Jeaus Chriat 1h ua. "For ye are dead, and your life 12
hid with Chrisgt in God"” (Col. 3:3). Jesuz bringa out
the grest Importance of the fact that the firet or
natural 1ife (8cul) of a Christlan 1s mlresady perlshed.

There 15 nothing of that 11fe which —emaine for men to kill

That la why Jegus declared that man can kill
the body, but not the soul or life. We are figuratively
dead already -- owr physical way of life le gruclfied.
But the life of Chriet in us can't be touched by men;
he cannct EIll 1t because 1t is Chriat's very own 1life.
Although the originsl word for "eternal 1i1fe™ 18 from
atother Greek word, Jesusr usce peuche -- Boultl or material

'lige -~ bacause Christ fte Iiving His life in our materilal .
hodies,
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