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Here 13 & guegtlion often asked by those beginning
to be converted: "Should farmers ralsze and sell hoga?™

The Blble plainly teaches that we Bre to COREY
God -- to obey Hie commandments (Matt, 15:16-18; T John 3:4).
Hot enly are We to obey the commandmenta, but Christ sald
that we are to llve by EVERY WORD that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God {Matt. 4:4).

The lews given 1n Leviticus 11 and Deuteroncmy 14
regarding whaet foods are good for us have in no way haan
chenged or abollshed. The nature of the animals mentioned
here have not ehanged "since the crosa, !

Thegse lawsg ccncernlng o¢lean and unclean meabs are
to be obeyed by every lrue Chrictlan., Swine are expresaly
forbidden to be eatan (Lev. 11:7). God's people are not to
eat pork. Bubt what shout sellirg hogs to the unconvesbed
who don't know better?

The Blble nowhers direcily payz that 1t 18 & 8in
to smoke, S0 there 18 also no dilirect gerlplure in the Blble
which says, "Thou shelt not ralse and sell hogs.," BUT --
there are, however, prineiples which reveal to us God's
will. These Blble princip?es tell us 1% im wreng to emoke.
Bible prineiples &ls¢ reveal why we should not raise hoge
for the marlet.

Notice the principles given by Jesus Carlat: ". .
Thou shalt LOVE thy neighbor ae thysslf" (Matt, 22:39).
Knowlng thet God 414 not creais swine to be eaten -- and
lmowlng that pork 18 harmful 52 the body -- we cannct show
love to our neighbor by selling him an animal which 1s
detrimantal to his good health? Is 1t love te be reaponglible
Tcr sickness and gometlmes desth? Of course they den't lnow
better! But WE DO! Just zg ancient Isrsel was to be & good
eXample of clean llving to the Gentlle nations, eo ahould
God'e spIritua Isrmel today -- God's Church -- be an example
to the unconverted.




Jesus Christ is certainly a shining exampls as to
how we ought te 1lve., He lived m FERFEQCT 1ife! Christ 414
nat do one thing whieh was wrong., Yet, Chrlet permlited
demong to enter & herd of awlne, zausing them to run vio-
lently down a ateep ﬁlace intc a leke where they were
drowned (Luke £:32-34). MNotice, Christ had & reescm for
thia actlon!

The ewlne werg UNCLEAN animalz. Chriat permitted
UNCLEAN spirits {denons) to enter UNCLEAN znimmls. Christ
did not permift unclean spirdlts to enter and defila CLEAN
animals. Chris® allowed the demons to enter Lhe Bwine
becguae tie awine were unflt for auman consumpbtlon snd ocught
not to have been B¢ld aa "good food! 1n Lhe mar . JeBus
wes indlrectly solving the marketing problem of those
fedarens farmers!

The teeching cf the Word of God is elearp.
Unelean animals were created for & purpose, but

NOT FOR FOOD! A Ifarmer ahould not raise for food hogs,
rabblts, or any other unclean animalsz,
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