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Dear Frlend:

The question, "I= sticide & erime?” has puzzled
many. '

# 56-page pamphlet, "Ought Suiclde to be & Crime?"
the work of a flve-man eommittee appoilnted by the Arch-
blshop of Canterbury, "primate of all England,” was
published and distributed recently. The commlttee memhbers
investigzated the dubject of self-destruactisn from almost
evary concelvable angle -— hilstorical, legal, medical,
mara. == &nd came to the astounding concluslen that the
Bitle deoesa not condemn suiclde! I

Think of 1!

"Sulcide Was not always frowned upon, " states
thie noted Anglliean Church body; ". . . the enelents in
the Hellenile times (the pacan greeks ) tended to look upun
the power to take one's own life &8 an imalienable
prilvilege !

mowever, Chalrmen Christle later admltted on BBRQ;
"If any member of the commlticc were asked if HE considered
eulelde wrong, he would say 1t was! . . . that nc man or
woman had the right to terminate Ilife erntrusted %o him by
Gad" (TIME, November 2, 1559, p. T4).

What he 18 aetumlly saying l1sa that HE THINKS Cod
does not forbld the talking of one's own life, but man, in
his superior wilsdom, resson2 that sulclde ias not proper.
That 1t le & cowardfs wey of 2olving hils problems. That it.
18 1lke running away 1n battle!

In other words, the Bibls 1s not the filnal suthority
for the declalcon they have rezched. Human reason 18 Chelr
authorlty.

Nevertheless the Blhle DOES condemn sulcide!

God commands: "THOU SHALT NOT KILL" (the sixth
commandment}. Webster deftnes the word "it11l" as "to deprive
of 1ife.™ To commlt sulelde, then, 1s breakline cne of the
Ten Commandments -- and le definliely condemned by God.




Paul admonishes us saving: "Know vye nob thal we
are the temple of dod, and Lhat the 3plrit of God dwelleth
in you?t any man DESTROY (EJV margln) the temple of God,
him shall God DESTROY; for the te=mple of Tod T& holy, which

Temple v& are" (I Cor. 3:16,:7). 'What? know ye not that
your BODY 1z Ehe temple of the Holy Spirlt which 1s in you,
which you hive of God, and ye ars not your own?' (I Cor.
6:19).

Ho murderer -- or sulclds -- has eternal 1ife
ablding in him (I John 3:15). H= has no hope unleas and

until in the general repurrection affer the Millennluan he
repente of hiz ain {(Matt. 11:20-24),

LETTER AMEWERTHNG DEPARTMENT

L] Capraghe 1960 = Hudio Chureh g Gid



