The WORLD TOMORROW
AWORLD-WILE BROADCAST

HELEERT W. ALMESTRONG
Proctulms co the World ths
D00 NBwd oF THE Wallh Thklok o

DPuhlishing: Box 111, PAZADENA, CALIFORILA

The PLAIN TRUTH
& Msgsrins of UNDERETANDING

Dear FPriend:

We continually recelve letters asking: "Should s
wWomAan wear a coverlhnsg ob her head ip church?®

Some churehes requlice womenl to wear velle or hats
tn chweh. They clalm I Corlnthiana 11:1-186 ze supposed
scriptural proof. They quote verse G speciflcally: "For
1f the woman be not covered, let ner also be Bhorn: but if
1t he & ﬂhﬂme for m WOmen to e shorn or shaven, let her
be covered.”

Other churches use thia same scripturs ee support
for thelr deetrline that women should never eput fheir hatiwn.,

Modernlata contend that whataver Pzul teught £he
Corinthian Churceh l8 not for us today anyway — end they
procead to do as they please.

What 18 the truth?

Somz rcontend Paul reguired women Lo wes™ vells
becauge 1t was the custom of the day t'or women to wWear vells
in publie places of worahip. This 13 NOT true! Iet's get
our facts stralght. B

Smith's Dictlonary of the Bible artigcle "yell"
gives us the anewer. Vin anclent times, %he vell was
adcpted anly In exceptlonal cases, either as an s»tlcle of

ornamental dres8 . . . or by betrothed maldens In the
pregence of thelr hushanda, esapecisally Bt the tlme of the
weddlng . . . or by women of lonse character for purposes

of concealment (Gen. I8:L10}. But generdlly spesking, womern
Both married and unmarried appeared in public with the:r
faces gxposed, both amcong the Jewa ., . . and among the
Egyptlans and Assyrians, as proved by the lnvarlable
absence of the vell in the sculpture and pelntlngs of Lhess
peoples.

It was not customary for woren to wear vells 1in
Faul's day. It 18 Interesting ¢ note that the fallen
church plectured in Revelatlon 17, the fountaln-head of
harlotry, comnands 1ts women Lo wear aocveringe over akaven
heads in thelir religicus crders.



What Paul taught 18 trhla: a8 man 18 the head of
woman, 1t 1a improper for men to have & covering in =
religious searvice as a symbul of subjection (I Cor., 11:4).
The only exceptlon was long halr 1ln the Nazarite vow, &
Loken wl subjectlion to Qod for a speclal time {(Num. 6:57.
Man are otherwise ccommanded: "Doth not even hature ltselrl
tesaech you, that, 1f a man hove long halr, 1t Is 8 ahems
unto him?" {verse 147, Mer wearing long halr, a f8d with
the younger generatlon, are effemlnate and no effeminate
mar shall inherit Ocd's Kingdom! But what akout & womsn?
"Byt 1f a womail have lo hair it ia & glory to her: for
her HATR 1a glven her a covering" (verse 15).

Notdce! PFaul, under lnepiretlion, spealks of LONG
HAIR as the "covering," or veil, The Gresk word for
"covering' in verse 15 means "vell." See the margin of the
King James Verslon. &So the covering i: not some hat, or
place of clokh. -

Pazul doee noet say that WOmen must wear something
over their hair. Insfead, he zaye: "Doth not even nature . - .
iteelf teach you, that . . . 1f a women have leng hair, it
T a glory to her: for her halr is glven her Tor a covering.”

Bacause “"long hair” 1s mentioned, some are afrald
to cut thelr halr at sll. The text doesn't read uncut halr;
1t reada only "long hair." Long helr is an indigetion that
A womarn 12 willing to be In subjection to a man, and that
ahe acknowledgesa the gpeclal need for protection by sngela --
beycend the ordinary protection which angels give to men
{verse 10}. Halr, eut long enough to looxk feminine and
hﬂncrabla, 1s epproprizate. Lbout shoulder Tength, or longer

is & satisfactory standard. If a woman wears her heir sc
short that 1t looks like a man's, then she cught to be shorn
or shaven ~- the symbol of & fallel: Women.

To be "shorn"” [verse %) means to be elosely clipped.
Some small asota contend that any eutting of heir means to
be shorn. Thls 1g untrue. Properly cut long halr 18 not
shorn hair,” There 1g no Bible comnmand enywhere againa® cutting
helr wlthln the length which locks feminine and honorabla,

Many women today zZre, however, wearlng thetir halr
toc short. They are not allowing their hair to be "a covering!
{verse 15). It 18 g woman's long hair that 18 her covering —-
not some plece of cloth o hide & manniBh, modern halr-do!

LETTER AHSHEﬁIHG IEPARTMENT

Lokl Copyriaht 193y » Basdin Church af Ged

e e —————— e



