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Dear Frlend:

Many continue to ask the gquestlon, ™What 1s 'Baptism
for the Dead'?"

The practice of belnz baptlzed for unconverted
friends is widely taught by one particular denomination.
Thia custom iz founded on thelr misinterpretation off
I Corinthiang 15:20.

The inspired New Testament Church dild NOT practice
thisa cuatom! The Apostle Paul did not teach it! The cuztom
was 1lntroduced into the profeseing Christian world mbout
150 A.5L. by the heretlic Marclon.

Notice! DBefore a person may be haptlzed, he muat
firat REPENT (Acts 2:38) and BELIEVE (Mark 16:16 and Acts
16:31,33}. The dead are not able Lo repent or helieva.

The dead are dead -- "for the living lmow that they shall
die; BUT THE DEAD KNOW NOT ANYTHING . . ." (Ecel, 9:5).

The dead have no hope untll the resurrsestion! BAPPISM IS
FOR THE LIVING. Baptlsm 18 e symbol whereby THE LIVING
acknowledge thelr sinas, figuratlvely die wlth Chrlst in =
watery grave, and rise ouf of the watery grave 1n hops of a
NEW LIFE through the merlts .of Christ and the promise of the
Holy Spirit {Rom. €:4).

Baptism 1lg algo 2 symbol of THE RESURRESTION! To
RISE UP out of the watery grave 13 <o soknowledge bellsf
IN THE RESURRECTION of the dead {Rem. 6). To surrender one's
life G0 Chrlat now, to crucify the self now, to be baptized
-- all thla 1s foollsh unleaas there 13 & RESURRECTION --
if the dead are not railsed, ". . . let us eat and drink;
for ta morrow we dle" (I Cor. 15:32).

Now we are ready Lo understand verse 29. The subject
of the entlre lsth chepter of I Cordnthians Ia the RESURRECTION,
Az one proof of the resurregtion, Paul cites the sxample of
thoee who were baptized, aymbolizirng thelr hope In the resur-
rection, The resurrectlion 1s THE HOFE OF THE DEAD. Why were
they haptlzed 1f the dead rise not? ia Pgul'as guestion. Hut
the yeras is NOT CORRECTLY tranalated from the oripginal
inapired (reekx!



Feul is not talklng about belng baptlzed "In the
place of" the dead, or "in bshalf of" the dead, or "for"
the demd. The inspired Greek word translated "rap™ 1s
huper. It haa several meaningz2: "above, over, inatead of,
for the realization of, for the hcpe cf " The context
dctermines the meaning of the word. Twn Lo Philippians
2:1%, for example. Paul here declarea! "Boy 1t 18 God
which worketh in you both §o will and to de of hlg good
pleasure." Tha Oreek word trareated "of" in this verse
15 huper, the same wWord used ir T Gorintnlans 15124, In
FhiTippians 2:13, huper cannot mean "1 stead of." It
would be senseless to say: "For 1t 1s God which worksth
in you both to will and to do instead of His good pleasure!"”
The proper translation of this verbe 18: "God worketh In
vou both ©o will and to do for the realization of His good
pleagure!" This is the translatlon given In Tha Anslytical
Greek Lexicon. What 1s God's "good pieasure’? Il 18 your
Father's good pleasure Lo glve you the Kirgdom, " said
Josus (Iuke 12:32). God works in us "in the hope of"
glving w2 Hls Kingdom.

Now turn to I Corinthiana 19325, Here the Oresk
word huper should be translated "for the hope of " accordlng
to ascntext: "Else what shall they de¢ which are baptlzed FCR
(THR HOPE OF) the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are
they then bapblzed FCR [THE HOPE OF} the dead?"

What lz the hope of the dead? THE RESURRECTICH!
Faul 1s wrltlog about baptlsm, which 1lluatrates THE HOPE CF
THE RESURRECTION! Baptism -- arising ocut of & watery grave
-- 18 a symbol of the hope of the dead -- the hope of the
resurvection. This verse hes nothing to do with the false
dactrine of baptism in behalf of the unbaptlzed dsed.
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