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Dear Friend:

Frequently the dquestlion i3 asked, "Should a Chriatian
raise tobacco?"

The tobaceco i1ndustry is a milllon-dellar business.
Hundreda of farmere supply tobacco for the tobacco consuwmera.
But, 18 1t right 1n Ged's alght Lo be 2 tobacoo grower? This
1e a gquestion faced by farmers who want to obey God and serve
the health cf mankind.

Seientifle tepts prove that the various tobacco
heblte -- pmoking ., chewlng, snuff-dlpping -- are harmfal to
those whe indulge their luats in them, Many are cancer
vietime., Teobaceo ulers are adélcted to the hablt golely 1n
the interest of satlafying the lusts of the flesh. Even whan
uazd ag an insecticlde on food crops, fobaceo 1s & threat to
man's health, because some of it 1e taken into the body on
foodstuffs.

A Chriliestian should grow that whilch 13 healthfuli,
and 1n aome way eervec the communlty., Nothling ls worth dolng
1f 1t 1a dore only in the interest cof making monew.

A elose examinsaticon of all poaslibilitles wlll reveal
that there 1a glways at least-one geod subztitute for tobaceo
in most any area. It ghould not be AIfficult to change to a
uzefyl type of farmming. It i2 Just & mabtfter of becoming
willlng to depart from old ways and lesrn new bechnigues and
routinea. A new procedures wlll laok dlfflcult at flrst, but
a little mental ffort wlll help one to adjuat himeelf o
anything that 1s worthwhlle.

God has promlsed to supply 211 the needs of anyone
who will put the Kingdom of God {first in his affeetlions (Matt.
G:24-30). A Christlan farmer who plans bls productlon wilsely
can claim thede promises and look to God for the neceseary
profit. He muat esk Jod, 1n fzith (Jas. 1:6-3), for the needed
gnldance and help. -

In the tobacco-growlng reglona there are several
reltable producte that can be grownn for the nmarket. Good
guallty wvegetables are easy to grow and are 1ln great demand
in most areas. The best grocery atores pay prilces that glve



the farmer a good refturn for his labor and a high race of
Income per acre. Chitkens and other types of pouliry are
alsc profitable 1n some reglona, zspecially for the man
who cen grow soms of his own fesd., However, don't try
poultry farming unless you ean undereband, and confeorm to,
the necessary princlples of poultry mahagement., Sweet
potatoes are aldo B good marxet crop in the tobacco-
producing area. Many toboceo farmera have already trled
thess sources of Alncome and have fownd that, with good
management, they are profliable.
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