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Dear Frlend:

Many readers continue to wrlte Mr. ArmBtrong,
addressing him aa "Revereand." Shkould thiz be dons? Let us
understand how and when 1t heeame Che custom to glve minls-
ters this title.

The word "reversnd” ls applled only to God in the
Fible -- 1t 13 not once appllsd to man. In Pealm 111:3 we
read: ", . . He (God) nath commanded hig covenant for ever:
hely and REVEREND is HIS NAME." Another translatlcn renders
it: "Holy and aw™ul (that 1s, full of awe, worthy of worahip)
1g hia nama. "

God alone has A namse whlch may properly be addresasd
az "Reverend." No men will have such & name until born agaln
in the resurrectison. Ko minlater has B nane which is worthy
of reverence or wWorship.

¥ou cannot find one place 1n all the New Testament

where Fsul, Peter, Jesmes, John —— or any other minlster --
were ever addressed &3 "Rewverend," If we follow the Bible
example -- which we are commanded to do -- then we ought not

ever use the title "Reverend" for any miniaster. (8se also
Matt. 23:59) 8ince many minlsters of this world's religlons
would take offense were you not to glve them some tiltle, you
may preperly address them as "Pastor," or "Elder,” or
"Evangeliat,” or "Bishop," dependlnz on what offlce they heold,
These are proper titles of offlce glven In the New Testament.
They may be applied -- out of respect to ministers, whether
or not those amlnlaters are gerving the true God.

The use of titles such as "Revererd" bagan when
the grset apostacy set in the Church at the cleose of the firat
century. Minlasters put themselwves "in the place of Christ."
Hence they took upon themselves the attrIbutes end titles of
divinlty. God's minlaters have never done g84.
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