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Dear Frlend:

Many women have aalked 1T God forblde them toc wear
jewzlry. They have heard the tesching that God forbdbids
Chrietiane to wesar eny Jewelry or weddlng ringa. Thls
bellef was the common teachlng of the last century, but 1t
hab been retalned by anly & few dencmlnations. This ..
doctrine stemmed from the principle that becauase the wearlng
of Jewelry, rlngs and other adormments was abused by the
world, Jewelry and adormments were sinful of themselwves and
"ahould never be Woln.

The Pible teaches that ths materlal things are not
sin, but 1t 1a the imprope: uss of them thet le wronhg. It
1s the act of abuse, of mizuBe, that is 2 sin or violation
of God'g law. There are two fLexts 1n the New Testament
relating to the use of adornments for Christians, I Timothy
2:9=10 end I Feter 3:3~5. HNelther text even mentlong wed-
ding ringe, and nelther one condemns the proper uss of
Jewelry, as acme suppose,

Pater wrote that wWomen should not adorsy themselwas
with plalted o brolded hair, which, emong tha Oraeks, was
g custom 1n whieh costly Jewelry and zleo wreaths were Inter-
twined wilith the hair  The Blble prohlibltlon of such &
practice basomes plain when one consldera that A woman's hair
was glven her to be a glory and an honor (I Cor. 11:15;.
The addition of cﬂﬁtl)fr or distracting and unnaturally bulky
adornmentas toolk sway from the natural and 1lntended beauty
God Ilmparted to women. There 18 no aerlptural prchibitlon
against the uae of a flower or cther modest adormment wern
in the halr.

The wearing of gold ornaments and pearls 1n connec-
tion with costly array is forbldden by the apostles. Gold
and pearls are not sing for God sanctlfled the use of gold
in the temple, Fut their grest expenss was not becomning to
Chriatisn women who were to put thelr treasures lnto
gplritual tralta of character which God vlews as of much
greater worth., These two verses ceontaln no prohlhiticn on
wearilng a moderate amcunt of relatlvely lnexpenglve, but
not "cheap" adornment. A string of inexpensive pearls



would not be wvlolatlng the principles which the apostle
leya downn, For women to bedeclk themselves with cheap
objects for vanity is Just as wrong as to put onels
treagure in expengive Jeweliy.

The "putting on of apparel” mentloned by Pater iz
explained by Pawl to include unapproprlate ar lavish
clothing worn for vain gleory. In theaes verass the prinslple
i3 always thet women should be temperate In the expense of
thelr pdormments end modest 1n thedir apparel. The fact that
anly speclfle, cogstly or unnatural sdornmentz are mentiohad
clearly implles that the apostles KEVER meant to farbid all
Jewelry., 38lncee ne word 1% said about weddlng rings,
although wearing them was a unlversal practlce of that day,
nelther Paul nor Peter meant o forbld them, Christians have
a perfect right to wear thew. The orlgin of wedding rings
does not 8tem from pagan religicus prectices, desplte the
fanelful cavemen etorles of captursd women and club-wislding
mern.

Ap gbbolute proof that Chriatian women may wesar

Jewelry, Petar says thet hle description aptly pletures "the -

holy women &l8c, whe trusted in Ood, adorned themselves belng
in subjeotion unto thelr own huebande." Vet those women

wora jewelry! (Gen. 24:47,53). And God blessed Israel of old
wlth adornments {Ezek. 16: 9-14;
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